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The Wantagh School District 
mission statement reads that “through a 
commitment to educational excellence 
in a secure, supportive environment, 
the school district shall inspire students 
to develop a strong sense of individual 
worth and respect for others, to become 
lifelong learners and independent 
thinkers, and to fulfill themselves as 
concerned citizens in a diverse world.” 

This mission is carried out every day 
by students and faculty who not only 
place others before themselves, but 
also work diligently on service projects 
to make Wantagh and the global 
community better places. 

Throughout the school year, 
collection boxes and posters line the 
halls to serve as constant reminders 
of the fundraising efforts and service 
projects that are being held each month. 
Superintendent of Schools Maureen 
Goldberg explained that while the 
district does not have an official policy 
that requires students to participate in 
volunteer activities, a growing number 
of students give their time and energy to 
help others. 

“The list of community service 
activities is endless,” Mrs. Goldberg 
said. “Whether the students and 
faculty are volunteering at the local 
animal shelter, raising awareness for 
autism or holding a collection for a 
family in need, the energy dedicated to 
volunteerism is a part of the Wantagh 
community’s fabric.”  

Community service is not restricted 
to the extracurricular clubs and 
organizations at the elementary 
and secondary levels, Assistant 
Superintendent for Instruction John 
McNamara noted. In many cases, 
students utilize their curricular skills 
to help others, as seen in the physical 
education department’s annual 
participation in the American Heart 
Association’s Hoops for Heart program 
or the high school art department’s 
yearly Animal Shelter Pop Art Sale. 

“Faculty and students often unveil 
their hidden talents to assist worthy 
causes,” Mr. McNamara said. “It is also 
important to note that volunteerism on 
the elementary and secondary school 
levels sets the stage for community 
service as adults.” 

Wantagh High School Principal 
Carolyn Breivogel pointed out that 
student involvement for the betterment 
of the community provides valuable 
experiences for students, including a 
feeling of self-fulfillment. This year, 
the Key Club conducted back-to-
school supplies and toy drives for the 
John Theissen Children’s Foundation 
and three Peanut Butter & Jelly drives 
for the Gary Brown Foundation. The 
club has also donated to St. Michael’s 
Outreach and St. Michael’s Angels, and 
members have collected gently used 
home goods for a family that recently 
lost their home in a fire. In addition, 
the P.E. Leaders collected shoes for 

people living in poverty-stricken 
countries, while the Art Honor Society’s 
craft fair aided the Restore Sight to the 
Blind and SEVA foundations.

“By helping those less fortunate, our 
students not only build camaraderie 
and teamwork bonds for themselves but 
also support so many initiatives within 
the community,” Ms. Breivogel said. 
“Our students have come to know with 
certainty that they get back so much 
when they give.” 

Mandalay Elementary School 
Principal Marie Pisicchio noted that 
there is more to school than learning 
academics. “Learning to be kind to one 
another makes boys and girls appreciate 
life while becoming better citizens,” she 
said.  

Continue to read about the district’s 
various community service projects 
and volunteer efforts performed by 
students and faculty on the inside of 
this newsletter.

Making the W   rld a Better Place
through Community ServiCe



Demonstrating skills
to Help Others

Community service is not limited to 
Wantagh’s various clubs and organizations. In 
fact, an educational skill set is often employed to 
benefit those in need. 

Last year, Wantagh Middle School was named 
a Long Island Top 10 school for its fundraising 
efforts during Hoops for Heart, a program 
sponsored by the American Heart Association 
and SHAPE America – Society of Health and 
Physical Educators. Under the direction of 
physical education teachers Eileen Keener, Tom 
Ligouri and Gary Reh, students have raised 
more than $150,000 for the American Heart 
Association for medical research and educational 
programs to fight heart disease and stroke. 

In addition to learning about lifelong benefits 
of physical activity and the importance of heart 
health, the students learned real-life lessons 
about volunteerism, assisting others, leadership 
and how their actions can help save lives,  
Ms. Keener explained. During this year’s 
campaign, held in March, middle school 
students collectively raised $7,000. 

“Hoops for Heart is a great way to bring 
students together for a wonderful cause, 
physical activity and community service,” said 
Ms. Kenner.

Every year, Wantagh High School student-
artists demonstrate how art connects to 
the community during the annual Animal 
Shelter Pop Art Sale. Under the direction of 
teacher Jacqueline Gallo, students utilize their 
knowledge of printmaking and pop artists to 

make pop art prints of animals residing in the 
Town of Hempstead Animal Shelter. After 
taking photos of the animals, students create 
images with different color schemes to create 
pet portraits. The portraits are sold for $2 with 
donations given to the shelter to assist with 
medical costs and food.

“This activity is a great way to connect 
students with the community and to show that 
art has a purpose,” Ms. Gallo explained.

In their social studies lessons, students learn 
about the important contributions made by our 
veterans. In tandem with Veterans Day, students 
host a number of collections for those who have 
served in the military. In the fall, Forest Lake 
Elementary School students participated in 
the Adopt-A-Battalion program by collecting 
candy for troops overseas. Respect for veterans is 
also translated into student participation in the 
Forest Lake, Mandalay and Wantagh elementary 
schools’ Valentines for Veterans program each 
February, when students design a card that 
contains a note of appreciation for those who 
have protected our country.

stuDent organizations 
Drive Service 
Opportunities

Student government on both the elementary 

and secondary levels is often the driving force 

behind community service projects. Forest Lake 

Principal Anthony Ciuffo noted, “We spend a 

lot of time teaching citizenship throughout the 

year, and community service and volunteerism 

are a fundamental part of these lessons.”

At Wantagh Elementary School, student 

council members collected more than 300 

cleaning items for residents moving into 

homes built by Habitat for Humanity. During 

Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, the 

student council raised more than $1,000 for the 

Jimmy Fund Clinic at the Dana Farber Cancer 

Institute through a schoolwide Hat Day. 

The student council at both Mandalay and 

Forest Lake elementary schools also collected 

new and gently used books for the Book Fairies 

organization to benefit local underprivileged 

schools. 

In January, the high school’s Class of 2017 

presented three separate checks totaling 

$10,000 to representatives of Police Benevolent 

Associations in Suffolk and Nassau counties and 

in New York City to benefit the PBA’s Widows’ 

and Children’s Fund. The money was raised 

through various fundraising activities.   

“I am very proud of the students, all of whom 

demonstrated commitment and teamwork 

while raising money for an excellent cause,” 

advisor Steve Benner noted.

Students involved in scouting often create 

Eagle Scout or Gold Award projects that 

directly benefit the schools and surrounding 

communities. For example, middle school 

student Brendan McKenna constructed hand-

painted benches with a requested theme for 

each of the elementary school lobbies. His 

brother Kieran created Little Free Libraries at 

each of the elementary schools as part of his 

Eagle Scout project. Members of the Wantagh 

community can now both select a book to read 

and leave a book to share with others

Faculty sets an 
Example for Giving

In addition to their lessons about kindness 

and giving, faculty members set an example 

for the student body through their own service 

projects and volunteerism. 

Wantagh Elementary School Principal 

Dr. Randee Bonagura volunteers at the Last 

Hope Animal Rescue on Beltagh Avenue 

in Wantagh. Her time is spent alongside 

volunteers who clean, feed and socialize cats 

and kittens to ease their transition from shelter 

life to their forever home. She also assists with 

the shelters’ fundraising events to defray the 

costs of medical care for injured or special 

needs animals. “The Wantagh School District 

community has given me so much to be 

thankful for, and I wanted to donate my time 

to a cause that was near to my heart and also 

located in the home of my profession,”  

Dr. Bonagura said.   

During Thanksgiving time, middle school 

librarian Amelie Alford engaged students in 

a community service project in which she 

and her family have participated since 1996. 

After collecting food items and having them 

delivered to homebound residents, students 

participated in a formal letter-writing project, 

penning friendly letters to accompany the 

deliveries. “You never know what the recipients  

might be facing,” Ms. Alford told the students. 

“Your task may seem simple, but it means so 

much to those in need.”     

Teacher aide Barbara Young raises money 

annually for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

She said one of her own children was granted 

a wish from the organization and travelled 

to Disney World. Since then, she has been 

supporting this organization. High school 

teacher Stephanie Harding donates her time to 

the Alliance for Catholic Education through 

the University of Notre Dame. This service-

through-teaching program trains and places 

teachers in underfunded schools in exchange 

for defraying the cost of a graduate degree 

from the university. “The time I spent as 

an ACE teacher helped me to develop into 

the educator that I am today,” Ms. Harding 

remarked.   

Read more about the many volunteer efforts 

by Wantagh students each year by visiting the 

district website at www.wantaghschools.org.  
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FarewellFarewell Congratulations&
The Board of Education has accepted 

the resignation of Superintendent of 
Schools Maureen Goldberg for the 
purpose of retirement. Concurrently, the 
Board unanimously appointed Assistant 
Superintendent for Instruction John 
McNamara to succeed Mrs. Goldberg as 
Superintendent of Schools, effective  
July 1, 2017. 

“On behalf of the entire Board, I wish 
to extend my sincere thanks to Mrs. 
Goldberg for her years of service and 
wish her a quiet and relaxing retirement,” 
said Board President Anthony Greco. 
“Mrs. Goldberg stepped into the 
role of superintendent during a time 
of administrative instability in our 
district, and her leadership skills and 
commitment to our district and students 
have helped Wantagh reach a higher level 
of achievement.”  

Mrs. Goldberg joined the district in 
1977 and served as a special education 
teacher, Director of Pupil Personnel 
Services and principal of Forest Lake 
Elementary School for 18 years before 
taking on the role of superintendent. 

Mr. McNamara possesses the 
professional qualities, personal 
integrity and strong familiarity with 
the community to lead Wantagh into 
the future. He joined the Wantagh 

School District 
from Plainview-Old 
Bethpage School 
District as the Assistant 
Superintendent for 
Instruction in 2015. 
While he was in 
Plainview-Old Bethpage, 
he served for six years 
as the middle school 
principal. He has also worked as an 
assistant principal in the Harborfields 
School District and as a social studies 
department chairperson for Island 
Trees Middle School where he began 
his educational career as a social 
studies teacher. Mr. McNamara holds 
a bachelor’s degree in history from 
Providence College, a master’s degree 
in liberal studies with a concentration 
in social studies education from Stony 
Brook University, and school district 
administrator certification from Touro 
College.

“Mr. McNamara’s knowledge of our 
student and staff population, academic 
programs and vision for the future 
will allow for a seamless leadership 
transition,” Mr. Greco said. “I have every 
confidence in his skills and look forward 
to working together to achieve our 
mutual goals.”   

To fill the position left open 
upon Mr. McNamara’s appointment, 
the district has appointed Dr. Marc J. 
Ferris as Assistant Superintendent for 
Instruction, effective July 1. Dr. Ferris 
joins the district from the North Shore 
School District, where he has served 
as principal and assistant principal of 
North Shore Middle School since 2002. 
He previously taught social studies at 
H. Frank Carey High School in the 
Sewanhaka Central High School District.

Dr. Ferris holds a doctoral degree in 
education from Hofstra University, as 
well as a master’s degree in social studies 
and another in leadership, technology 
and administration from New York 
University. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in history with a minor in 
education from Washington & Jefferson 
College.

“The Board of Education and I look 
forward to working with Dr. Ferris in 
continuing to strengthen our district’s 
instructional goals,” Mr. McNamara said.


